Ms. Chacon’s First Quarter Civics Review
This study guide should be used to review concepts and help you study for the end of unit test.  All information relating to the topics can be found on www.ychacon.weebly.com, in your Digital Textbooks and online. 
	Topic I: American Geography

	Benchmarks Covered


	· SS.7.G.1.1 - Locate the fifty states and their capitals cities in addition to the nation’s capital on a map. 

· SS.7.G.1.2 - Locate on a world map the territories and protectorates of the United States of America. 

· SS.7.G.2.4 - Describe current major cultural regions of North America.

	Essential Questions
	· What are the political features that make up the United States? 

· Where is the United States located in relation to the rest of the world?

· What natural borders are evident in the United States?                        

	I understand and can define the vocabulary word...
	· region

· nation

· state

· capital
	· urban

· rural
· territory
· protectorate

	I can…
	· Locate all fifty states on a map
· Locate the United States on a map of the world
· Describe the various regions of the United States
· Describe how natural features create borders between states and countries
· Orient a map to the cardinal directions


	Topic II: The Federal Government - Overview

	Benchmarks Covered


	· SS.7.C.3.3 - Illustrate the structure and function (three branches of government established in Articles I, II, and III with corresponding powers) of government in the United States as established in the Constitution.

· SS.7.C.1.7 - Describe how the Constitution limits the powers of government through separation of powers and checks and balances.

· SS.7.C.1.1 - Recognize how Enlightenment ideas including Montesquieu’s view of separation of powers and John Locke’s theories related to natural law and how Locke’s social contract influenced the Founding Fathers.. 

· SS.7.C.3.14 - Differentiate between local, state, and federal governments’ obligations and services. 

	Essential Questions
	· How did the Enlightenment thinkers influence the founding fathers?
· How is the Federal government structured/set up?

	I understand and can define the vocabulary word...
	· Politics

· Government

· Constitution

· Article I

· Article II

· Article III
	· Separation of Powers
· Checks and balances
· Limited government
· Enumerated Powers
· Concurrent Powers
· Implied Powers

	I can…
	· Describe the philosophies of the Enlightenment Era Thinkers – John Locke and Baron de Montesquieu.
· Describe the idea of natural rights and their impact on the writing of the US Constitution.
· Explain and apply the idea of separation of powers as developed by Montesquieu
· Evaluate and describe the meaning of the Preamble
· Identify the three branches of government in the US and their relationship to each other
· Evaluate how checks and balances is utilized within the three branches of government
· Evaluate the purpose and importance of Articles I, II and III of the US Constitution


	Topic II: The Federal Government 

 Sub-Topic I: The Legislative Branch

	Benchmarks Covered


	·  SS.7.C.3.3 – Illustrate the structure and function (three branches of government established in Articles I, II, and III with corresponding powers) of government in the U.S. as established in the Constitution

·  SS.7.C.3.8 – Analyze the structure, functions, and processes of the legislative, executive, and judicial branches,

· SS.7.C.3.9 – Illustrate the lawmaking process at the local, state, and federal levels

	Essential Questions
	· What is the lawmaking process at the federal level?
· How is the Legislative Branch structured?

· What is the purpose of the Legislative Branch? 

	I understand and can define the vocabulary word...
	· Debate

· Vote

· Bill

· Law

· Veto

· Committee

· Coining Money
	· Bicameral
· Congress
· Senate
· House of Representative 
· President pro tempore
· Cloture
· Speaker of the House

	I can…
	· Explain how the Legislative Branch of the United States is structured (bicameral, two-houses, etc)

· Describe the structure of Congress

· Explain how the Senate and the House of Representatives are set up and the requirements to become a member in both houses

· Explain the various powers of Congress as described in Article I of the Constitution

· Identify how checks and balances limits the powers of the Legislative Branch
· Thoroughly explain the process of how a bill becomes a law


	Topic II: The Federal Government 

 Sub-Topic II: The Executive Branch

	Benchmarks Covered


	· SS.7.C.3.3 - Illustrate the structure and function (three branches of government established in Articles I, II, and III with corresponding powers) of government in the United States as established in the Constitution.

·  SS.7.C.3.8 – Analyze the structure, functions, and processes of the legislative, executive, and judicial branches,

· SS.7.C.3.9 – Illustrate the lawmaking process at the local, state, and federal levels

	Essential Questions
	· What are the Constitutional responsibilities of the president of the United States?
· How is the Executive Branch structured?

· What is the purpose of the Executive Branch?

	I understand and can define the vocabulary word...
	· President

· Administration

· Executive

· Chief

· Cabinet

· Pardon

· Impeach
	· Commander-in-Chief
· Chief Diplomat
· Legislator
· Chief Executive
· Party Leader
· Head of State

	I can…
	· Describe the requirements for a person to become President
· Explain the roles the President has as a leader of the country and government.
· Describe the role of the Executive Branch in the law making process
· Identify how checks and balances limits the powers of the Executive Branch

· Evaluate the relationship of the Executive Branch, Judicial Branch and Legislative Branch.


	Topic II: The Federal Government 

 Sub-Topic III: The Judicial Branch

	Benchmarks Covered


	· SS.7.C.3.3 - Illustrate the structure and function (three branches of government established in Articles I, II, and III with corresponding powers) of government in the United States as established in the Constitution.

·  SS.7.C.3.8 – Analyze the structure, functions, and processes of the legislative, executive, and judicial branche,

· SS.7.C.3.9 – Illustrate the lawmaking process at the local, state, and federal levels

	Essential Questions
	· What is the role and function of the Judicial Branch as it pertains to the Federal Government?

	I understand and can define the vocabulary word...
	· Judicial Branch

· Judicial Review

· Constitutional

· Unconstitutional

· Nullify

· Supreme Court

· Civil Law

· Criminal Law

· Appellate Court

· Decision 
	· Federal Court System
· State Court System
· Evidence
· Jury Trial
· Bench Trial
· Verdict
· Affirm
· Reverse
· Remand

	I can…
	· Analyze the structure, function, and processes of the Judicial Branch as established in Article III of the Constitution
· Explain how the court system functions in relation to Federal Laws.
· Explain the Judicial Branch’s role in the lawmaking process at the federal level
· Recognize how the Constitution limits the power of the judicial branch
· Diagram the levels, functions, and powers of the courts at the federal level


